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at no cost to themselves, and out of It by easy evasion or the
barefaced taking of a simple oath.
But to set value on a thing (and that means to go after it
with intensity of effort) just because it is rare, Is surely
fatuous. Sensible men go after things which are In abund-
ance or can be made so. And this is the paradox of money
which neither Adam Smith nor any of his successors has
resolved. All that we ask ideally of money is that it shall
serve as a good measuring rod of changes in the abundance
or scarcity of things: as a rod which in measuring does not
lash us with its thong, All that we have attained in practice
is a combination of rare metal and in Itself worthless paper,
which depreciate just not fast enough to cause mankind to
lose faith in them. Mr. Keynes, 1 think, would say that, if
money did not thus behave, the indebted many would revolt
against the credit-giving few and bring capitalistic society to
the ground. Maybe,, therefore, the new gold of Soviet
Russia, which threatens to be as prolific as the Rand, will be
the instrument by which Western capitalism gets a new lease
of life. . Hei! Stalin!